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“India vs Pakistan: More
Than Just a Cricket Match™

When Cricket Turns into a Stage for Countries

Whenever India and Pakistan enter the field in cricket, not only
these two nations but the whole subcontinent appears to stop.
Streets are deserted, families tuck in front of the TV sets and
the digital media bursts with anticipation. However, the
competition is not only over cricket- it is the tale of two
countries which share the history and are separated by the
present. The match turns into a drawing board where
individuals sketch their emotions, aspirations and sometimes
even their grievances. Whenever the two teams engage in a
match,it is a reminder of the mutual history, political enmity,
cultural pride and emotions.

The Weight of History and the Fire of Emotions

India Pakistan rivalry has never been all about cricket. It is impossible to divide it out of the history
I of partition, wars, and years of complicated relations. Whenever these two teams fight it is a

different dimension of importance - runs and wickets are no longer figures but are now pride.

Who does not remember the last-ball six of Javed Miandad in Sharjah in 1986, or the brilliant

performance of Sachin Tendulkar against Pakistan in the world cup of 2003? These are not mere

occurrences that disappear but they are transmitted through generations.

Winning is a national success, and losing pierces the heart of the nation, to fans.

Among the factors that enhance the emotions that are associated with this rivalry is the cultural
‘ similarity between the two countries. The languages, food, music, even the sense of humour could

all be similar to one another, however, on the pitch of cricket, they remain miles apart, two nations g y
with history in their veins, battling not only over the score board but also recognition and pride. y
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Beyond the Boundary: Politics,
Culture, and Commerce

The sphere is much more than the stadium. Cricket is
= a diplomatic bridge in terms of politics. The leaders of
the two nations are on the same table with the use of
More Than a GCIme, a Shared Story sport to promote political dialogue in moments of
The thing that is so impressive about this rivalry is that it has so many meanings tension.
simultaneously. To others it is a source of national pride. To other people, it is an The competition is more dominant culturally in films,
opportunity to replicate history. To politicians it serves as a stage to make music, and stories in any media and the match is
symbolic gestures. To business, it is a money-making opportunity. But, there is considered a festival of immense celebration. Whole
one thing that is hidden behind all these layers and this is a common love of the families, towns and even communities overseas come
game that connects people across the boundaries. Finally, an India v/s Pakistan together to watch, making the match a social event
game is something that reminds us that cricket is not only a game but also a that is transversed through the generations. There is
narrative of countries and the cultures and people connected to each other with no match economically either. Record viewing figures
rivalry and bound by the common thread of tradition, language and passion. It is are set by broadcasters, companies cash in on the
also a reminder that sport is so powerful not only in dividing, but also in hype, and markets are awash with products,
connecting. Each of the encounters between the two parties is a chapter of an indicating that the game not only transports hearts,
incomplete story, which still interests the world. India v/s Pakistan is, after all, not but also economies.
merely a contest- it is an account of relationship, rivalry and indomitable

determination of two countries.
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